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 Making Inferences and “The Scarlatti Tilt” by Richard Brautigan  
Inference is just a word that means a conclusion or judgement. If you infer that something has happened, you do not see, hear, feel, smell, or taste the actual event. But from what you know, it makes sense to think that it has happened. You make inferences everyday without even thinking about it!  

Inference Example 1:  Suppose you are sitting in your car stopped at a red signal light. You hear screeching tires, then a loud crash and breaking glass. You see nothing, but you infer that there has been a car accident. We all know the sounds of screeching tires and a crash. We know that these sounds almost always mean a car accident. But there could be some other reason, and therefore another explanation, for the sounds. Perhaps it was not an accident involving two moving vehicles. Maybe an angry driver hit a telephone pole. Or maybe someone played the sound of a car crash from a recording. Making inferences means that you are choosing the most likely explanation from the facts at hand. 

Read this very short story and use your inference skills to answer the questions below! 
“The Scarlatti Tilt” by Richard Brautigan
“It’s hard to live in a studio apartment in San Jose with a man who is learning to play the violin.” That’s what she told the police when she handed them the empty revolver. 
1) Where does this story take place?
2) What do you think has happened?  Why? 
3) What are the possible relationships between the violin player and the woman?  

4) How does the story end?

5) What facts are included in the story?

6) Have you ever lived with someone learning a musical instrument? Did you enjoy it?

